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SUBJ: SHIPS FOR ECUADOR 

REF: STATE 188715 

1 . AMBASSADOR INFORMED ADMIRAL POVEDA ORALLY ON AUGUST 15 
OF US DECISION TO TRANSFER DESTROYER AND TUG TO ECUADOR. AT 
THAT TIME, HE ALSO TOUCHED ON THE PROBLEMS WITH TRANSFER 
DESCRIBED IN PARA. 4 OF REFTEL, AND FOLLOWED UP WITH A LETTER 
TO POVEDA DATED AUGUST 25 SPECIFYING THOSE PROBLEMS. 

2. POVEDA EXPRESSED GREAT PLEASURE AT THE NEWS, PARTICULARLY 
OF THE DESTROYER TRANSFER. HE DID NOT APPEAR UPSET BY THE 
PROBLEMS, AND ACCEPTED ESTIMATE OF COST OF OVERHAUL WITH NO 
COMMENT. EMBASSY HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY FURTHER COMMENT FROM 
EC NAVY SUBSEQUENT TO TRANSMITTAL OF LETTER EXPLAINING 
PROBLEMS. 
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3. COPY OF LETTER HAS BEEN POUCHED TO DEPARTMENT. 
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